. The Importance of Studying the Bible
A. The Bible as God’s Inspired Word

1. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV)

The apostle Paul declares, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” This passage establishes that
the Bible is not merely a collection of human thoughts or ideas but is divinely inspired. The
phrase “inspiration of God” is translated from the Greek word theopneustos, meaning
“God-breathed.” Every word originates from the mind and will of God, delivered to
humanity through chosen vessels.

The Scriptures are profitable for:
e Doctrine: Teaching and establishing truth.
e Reproof: Convicting us of sin and error.
e Correction: Guiding us back to righteousness.
e Instruction in righteousness: Teaching us how to live according to God’s will.

This divine origin gives the Bible supreme authority in every aspect of life. To study the Bible
is to engage with the very breath of God, making it the foundation for every believer’s faith
and practice.

2. The Bible Reveals God’s Character, Will, and Plan for Humanity

Through the pages of Scripture, God unveils His character and nature. He is revealed as
holy (Isaiah 6:3), just (Deuteronomy 32:4), merciful (Psalm 103:8), and unchanging
(Malachi 3:6).

The Bible also communicates God’s will for His people. From the commandments given to
Israel (Exodus 20) to Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Scripture
offers clear guidance for living a life that pleases God.

Additionally, the Bible unveils God’s overarching plan of redemption. From Genesis to
Revelation, we see the unfolding narrative of God’s desire to reconcile humanity to Himself
through the atoning work of Jesus Christ. Key verses like John 3:16 and Ephesians 1:9-10
emphasize God’s redemptive plan, providing hope and assurance for believers.

Studying the Bible allows believers to know God more intimately, understand His desires,
and align their lives with His purpose.



3. Studying Diligently Ensures Believers Handle the Word Reverently and Accurately
The Bible is not to be approached lightly or carelessly. Paul exhorts Timothy in 2 Timothy
2:15 (KJV), “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Diligent study ensures that believers
understand Scripture in its proper context and avoid misinterpretation or misuse.

Consider the example of the Bereans in Acts 17:11 (KJV): “These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” Their dedication to verifying
truth through Scripture serves as a model for all believers.

Reverence for God’s Word involves approaching it with humility and a teachable spirit,
recognizing its sacredness and authority. Accurate handling of Scripture equips believers
to:

¢ Defend the faith against false teachings (1 Peter 3:15).
¢ Encourage and edify others through sound doctrine (Titus 1:9).
o Apply God’s truth to their own lives, leading to spiritual maturity (Hebrews 5:14).

To study the Bible is to engage in a sacred task, one that demands focus, prayer, and
dependence on the Holy Spirit. Through diligent study, believers honor God’s Word and
grow in their ability to apply its truths effectively.

B. ACommand to Study

1. 2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) - “Study to shew thyself approved unto God... rightly dividing
the word of truth.”

Paul, writing to Timothy, gives a direct command regarding the necessity of studying
Scripture. The word “study” in this passage comes from the Greek word spoudazd, which
means to make every effort, to be diligent, or to labor earnestly. This is not a passive
suggestion but an urgent exhortation to apply oneself fully to understanding God’s Word.

The purpose of this diligent study is “to shew thyself approved unto God.” Approval
before God is not based on superficial reading but on a sincere, disciplined approach to
learning His truth. The believer is called to be a “workman”, which implies labor, effort,
and skill—just as a craftsman must handle his tools properly to create something of value,
so must the student of Scripture handle God’s Word with precision.



Paulthen emphasizes “rightly dividing the word of truth.” The Greek phrase orthotomed
means to “cut straight” or “handle accurately.” This signifies correctly interpreting and
applying the Bible without distorting its meaning. Mishandling Scripture leads to false
doctrines, confusion, and spiritual error, while proper study ensures the believer walks in
truth.

The study of Scripture is not an academic exercise alone but a spiritual responsibility. A
believer who neglects this command risks misunderstanding God’s will and
misrepresenting His truth. Those who obey this call grow in wisdom, discernment, and
effectiveness in both teaching and living out their faith.

2. Genuine Discipleship Calls for Intentional Time Devoted to Learning and
Understanding Scripture

Jesus declared in John 8:31-32 (KJV), “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” A true disciple is
one who abides in the Word of God, consistently learning and applying its teachings.

Discipleship requires more than casual engagement with the Bible—it demands
intentional, disciplined study. Just as a student devotes time to mastering a subject, so
must a disciple of Christ invest time in understanding Scripture. This includes:

¢ Dailyreading - Psalm 1:2 speaks of meditating on the law of the Lord day and night.
o Deep study-Acts 17:11 commends the Bereans for examining the Scriptures daily.

¢ Memorization and meditation - Psalm 119:11 declares, “Thy word have I hid in
mine heart, that | might not sin against thee.”

¢ Applying what is learned - James 1:22 warns against being hearers of the Word
only, rather than doers.

A disciple who commits to regular study grows in spiritual maturity, becoming equipped to
discern truth, resist deception, and teach others. This devotion is not optional but an
essential mark of true followers of Christ.

C. The Role of the Holy Spirit

1. The Spirit Iluminates the Truths of Scripture (John 16:13, KJV)



Jesus promised in John 16:13, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth...” The Holy Spirit is the divine teacher who leads believers into a correct
understanding of Scripture. Without His illumination, the depths of God’s Word remain
hidden, for spiritual truths require spiritual discernment (1 Corinthians 2:14).

The role of the Spirit in biblical study includes:

¢ Revealing deeper truths — The Spirit unveils the full meaning of Scripture, beyond
intellectual comprehension.

e Convicting and correcting — John 16:8 speaks of the Spirit convicting the world of
sin, righteousness, and judgment.

e Bringing remembrance - John 14:26 states that the Spirit helps believers recall
Christ’s teachings when needed.

When approaching the Bible, believers must pray for illumination—asking the Holy Spirit
to open their understanding and lead them into truth. This prevents error and deepens
one’s relationship with God through His Word.

2. Dependence on the Spirit Prevents Reliance on Human Intellect Alone

While study and intellect play a role in understanding Scripture, human reasoning alone is
insufficient. The Bible is spiritually discerned, and without the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, even the most learned scholars can misinterpret its meaning (1 Corinthians 2:12-
14).

Many errors and false doctrines arise when people rely solely on academic study or
personal opinions rather than seeking divine revelation. Jesus warned against the traditions
of men making the Word of God ineffective (Mark 7:13). Instead, Scripture should be
approached with a heart surrendered to God, allowing His Spirit to lead.

Proverbs 3:5-6 exhorts, “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” This applies
directly to Bible study—reliance on God ensures correct interpretation and application.

A proper balance is found when study and dependence on the Spirit work together. As
believers engage in diligent study, they must remain sensitive to the Spirit’s leading,
ensuring they grasp not only the letter of the Word but also its divine intent and power.



The command to study the Bible is clear, and the role of the Holy Spirit in guiding us into
truth is essential. However, study alone is not enough—how we study determines whether
we arrive at truth or error. Just as a builder follows blueprints to ensure structural integrity,
so must a student of Scripture follow sound principles of interpretation.

Throughout history, misunderstandings of God’s Word have led to doctrinal errors, false
teachings, and even divisions within the body of Christ. To avoid such pitfalls, believers
must approach the Bible with the right methods—methods that align with hermeneutics,
the proper way to interpret Scripture.

Hermeneutics serves as the bridge between studying the Bible and rightly understanding
the Bible. Without it, Scripture can be misapplied, leading to confusion and even spiritual
deception. As we move forward, we will explore the principles that govern biblical
interpretation, ensuring that we rightly divide the Word of truth with accuracy and
reverence.

Il. Understanding Hermeneutics
A. Definition of Hermeneutics
1. Hermeneutics: The Science and Art of Interpreting Biblical Texts

Hermeneutics is the discipline of interpreting Scripture properly. Itis both a science,
because it follows established principles, and an art, because it requires discernment and
skill in applying those principles to different texts.

The term hermeneutics comes from the Greek word herméneuo, meaning “to interpret” or
“to explain.” This word appears in passages such as Luke 24:27, where Jesus Himself
explained the Scriptures to His disciples. Biblical hermeneutics provides the framework
through which believers can grasp the intended meaning of God’s Word and apply it
correctly.

Without hermeneutics, interpretation becomes subjective, leading to misrepresentation of
biblical truth. By using proper hermeneutical methods, we ensure that we are not
imposing our own ideas onto the text but are drawing out the meaning that God intended.

2. Rooted in Principles that Govern Understanding Language, Context, and Cultural
Background

To interpret Scripture accurately, we must consider several key factors:



e Language —The Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.
Understanding word meanings, grammar, and syntax is crucial for proper
interpretation.

o Context-Everyverse is part of a larger passage, and understanding the surrounding
text is essential to grasp its meaning.

e Cultural Background — Many biblical events, idioms, and teachings are deeply
rooted in the historical and cultural setting of the ancient world. Without
considering these factors, we risk misunderstanding or misapplying Scripture.

For example, Jesus’ parables were often based on agricultural and societal customs
familiar to His audience. A modern reader unfamiliar with these customs may misinterpret
the meaning unless they study the cultural background of the text.

By following these principles, hermeneutics helps us avoid the dangers of
misinterpretation and ensures that we handle God’s Word with accuracy and reverence.

B. Biblical Foundation
1. Luke 24:27 (KJV) - Christ Himself Expounded the Scriptures

Jesus provided the perfect example of proper biblical interpretation. After His resurrection,
He met two disciples on the road to Emmaus and explained the Scriptures to them:

“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures
the things concerning himself.” (Luke 24:27, KIV)

Christ did not randomly cite verses or impose personal opinions on the text. Instead, He
systematically expounded (explained with clarity) the entirety of Scripture in its proper
context, revealing its true meaning. This example demonstrates that Scripture must be
interpreted through the lens of divine revelation and consistent biblical truth.

2. 2 Peter 1:20-21 (KJV) - “...No Prophecy of the Scripture is of Any Private
Interpretation...”

Peter warns against interpreting Scripture subjectively or individually apart from divine
guidance:



“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came notin old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:20-21, KJV)

This passage underscores the divine origin of Scripture. Since the Bible was inspired by
God, its meaning cannot be altered or shaped by human opinions. Rather than
approaching Scripture with preconceived ideas, we must seek the original intent of the
Holy Spirit.

Peter’s warning applies especially today, when many people twist Scripture to fit their own
narratives, personal beliefs, or cultural trends. Without proper hermeneutics, private
interpretation leads to doctrinal errors and spiritual deception.

C. Importance of Proper Hermeneutics
1. Prevents Misinterpretation and Doctrinal Errors

Misinterpreting Scripture leads to false doctrine, confusion, and even spiritual harm.
Throughout history, many heresies have arisen because individuals failed to rightly divide
the Word.

For example:

e Satan misused Scripture when tempting Jesus (Matthew 4:6), twisting the meaning
of Psalm 91:11-12. Jesus responded by correctly applying Scripture in its proper
context.

e The Pharisees misinterpreted the Law, leading to legalistic traditions that
burdened the people rather than bringing them closer to God (Mark 7:6-9).

+ False teachers distort doctrine by taking passages out of context to fit their own
agendas (2 Peter 3:16 warns that some wrest Scripture “unto their own
destruction”).

Proper hermeneutics safeguards against such errors by ensuring that interpretation aligns
with biblical truth rather than personal opinions or cultural influences.

2. Preserves Consistency with the Overall Message of the Bible



The Bible is a unified revelation from God, and no passage can be interpreted in isolation.
Scripture interprets Scripture—a key principle in hermeneutics. A correct interpretation
of any verse must be consistent with the entire biblical narrative.

Consider the doctrine of salvation:
o Ephesians 2:8-9 declares salvation is by grace through faith.
o Acts 2:38 emphasizes repentance, baptism, and receiving the Holy Spirit.
o James 2:17 states that faith without works is dead.

Each passage contributes to the whole, and none should be interpreted in isolation. A
proper hermeneutical approach considers the full counsel of God (Acts 20:27), ensuring
that individual verses align with the broader biblical message.

Conclusion

Hermeneutics is essential for every believer who desires to understand the Bible
accurately and faithfully. It protects against false teachings, ensures a correct
understanding of God’s Word, and helps us apply biblical truth effectively.

As we continue our study, we will delve deeper into the key principles of biblical
interpretation, exploring the practical methods that ensure we rightly handle the Word of
God.

lll. Key Principles of Interpretation

Now that we have established the importance of hermeneutics and the biblical foundation
for proper interpretation, we must explore the key principles that guide accurate biblical
understanding. Without applying sound interpretative methods, Scripture can be misread,
misapplied, or even manipulated to support false teachings.

One of the most fundamental principles of interpretation is context. Misinterpreting
Scripture often happens when a passage is taken out of context, resulting in distorted
meaning. To rightly divide the Word of Truth, believers must consider three critical aspects
of context: immediate context, historical and cultural context, and literary context.



A. Contextis Crucial

The context of a verse shapes its meaning. Every passage of Scripture is part of a larger
narrative, discussion, or argument, and understanding these broader connections
prevents misinterpretation.

Consider Proverbs 29:18 (KJV):
"Where there is no vision, the people perish..."

Many misapply this verse to leadership, goal-setting, or personal ambition. However, the
second half of the verse clarifies the intended meaning:

"..but he that keepeth the law, happy is he."

The true context reveals that this verse speaks of God’s revelation (His law) as
necessary for the people’s spiritual well-being. Without divine guidance, people perish
spiritually—not because of a lack of personal vision, but because they lack God's
direction.

This example demonstrates why context must be carefully examined before drawing
conclusions from Scripture.

1. Immediate Context

The immediate context refers to the verses, paragraphs, and chapters surrounding a
passage. A verse must be read within its direct setting before assigning meaning to it.

Examine Surrounding Verses, Paragraphs, and Chapters

Each passage is part of a larger discussion or argument, and removing it from that
framework leads to error.

For example, consider Philippians 4:13 (KJV):
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

This verse is often quoted as a general statement of empowerment, but reading the
preceding verses reveals its true meaning:

“Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith
to be content. | know both how to be abased, and | know how to abound: every where and
in all things | am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer
need.” (Philippians 4:11-12, KJV)



Paulis speaking about contentment in all circumstances—whether in times of
abundance or suffering. The true meaning of Philippians 4:13 is not that we can achieve
anything we desire, but that we can endure all circumstances through Christ’s
strength.

Ignoring the immediate context leads to a misrepresentation of the verse’s intent.

2. Historical and Cultural Context

The Bible was written over 1,500 years in multiple cultural settings, and its passages reflect
historical customs, laws, and traditions. Without understanding the historical
background, itis easy to misinterpret Scripture.

Investigate Time Period, Audience, and Customs

Biblical narratives must be understood in their original historical setting before applying
them to modern life.

For example:

o Jesus’parables (e.g., The Parable of the Sower) were rooted in an agrarian society.
Without understanding first-century farming methods, one might miss the
significance of the seed falling on different soils (Matthew 13:3-9).

e Head coverings in 1 Corinthians 11 reflected a cultural practice of honor and
modesty in the Greco-Roman world. Paul’s instructions must be understood in that
cultural light before applying them today.

Understanding historical laws, customs, and practices prevents misapplying Scripture in
ways that the original authors never intended.

Acts 17:11 (KJV) - The Bereans Compared Paul’s Teaching with the Scriptures
The Bereans provide an example of careful biblical study:

"These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so." (Acts
17:11, KJV)

Rather than blindly accepting Paul’s message, the Bereans examined Scripture within its
proper context to confirm its truth. This demonstrates the importance of comparing
biblical teachings with the broader witness of Scripture and its historical foundation.



A historical approach ensures that we do not impose modern cultural assumptions onto
ancient texts.

3. Literary Context

The Bible is composed of various literary styles, and understanding the genre of a
passage is essential for correct interpretation. Failing to recognize different literary
forms leads to doctrinal errors and unnecessary confusion.

Recognize Poetry, Historical Narrative, Prophecy, Epistolary Style, etc.

Each section of the Bible follows distinct literary rules, and recognizing these rules
prevents misinterpretation.

a. Poetry (Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Solomon)
o Biblical poetry uses parallelism, metaphor, and imagery.

e Example: “The LORD is my shepherd” (Psalm 23:1) is a metaphor, not a literal
statement.

b. Historical Narrative (Genesis, Exodus, 1 & 2 Samuel, Acts, etc.)
e These books record real events but must be read as history, not allegory.

e Example: The account of David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17) is historical, not
symbolic.

c. Prophecy (Isaiah, Daniel, Revelation, etc.)

e Prophetic books use symbolic language.

¢ Example: The beasts in Daniel 7 represent kingdoms, not literal animals.
d. Epistles (Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, etc.)

e These are letters written to specific audiences with doctrinal teachings and
corrections.

¢ Example: Paul’s rebuke in Galatians 3:1 (“O foolish Galatians™”) was directed at a
specific church, not a general insult to all believers.

Recognizing literary style helps prevent misreading poetry as history, or prophecy as
doctrine.



Conclusion

Context is the foundation of proper biblical interpretation. Whether examining immediate
context, historical setting, or literary genre, applying these principles ensures that we
accurately understand and apply Scripture.

When we fail to consider context, we risk misrepresenting God’s Word—a dangerous
error that leads to false doctrine and confusion. By faithfully studying Scripture in its
proper context, we uphold the integrity of God’s revelation and equip ourselves to handle
His Word rightly and truthfully.

As we continue, we will explore the principle that Scripture must interpret Scripture,
reinforcing how the Bible itself provides the clearest explanation of its meaning.

NIGHT TWO

Last week, we laid a strong foundation on the importance of studying the Bible and the
correct approach to biblical interpretation. Here are the key points covered:

l. The Importance of Studying the Bible
e The Bible is God’s Inspired Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17 KJV)

o Scripture is God-breathed and serves as the ultimate authority for doctrine,
correction, and instruction in righteousness.

o Studying the Bible allows believers to know God’s character, His will, and
His plan for redemption.

o Diligence in Study Ensures Accuracy (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV)

o We must approach Scripture reverently and carefully to avoid
misinterpretation.



o Like the Bereans in Acts 17:11, we are called to search the Scriptures daily to
confirm truth.

e The Holy Spirit’s Role in Biblical Understanding (John 16:13 KJV)

o The Spiritilluminates Scripture, revealing deeper truths and preventing
reliance on human reasoning alone.

o Without the Spirit’s guidance, even scholars can misinterpret Scripture (1
Corinthians 2:14).

Il. Understanding Hermeneutics
e Hermeneutics: The Science and Art of Interpretation

o Biblical hermeneutics ensures that Scripture is interpreted correctly,
avoiding personal bias.

o Jesus Himself expounded on Scripture (Luke 24:27), showing us how to
properly interpret God's Word.

e The Bible Interprets Itself (2 Peter 1:20-21 KJV)

o No Scripture should be understood in isolation or through private
interpretation.

o We must compare Scripture with Scripture to ensure doctrinal consistency.
e Contextis Crucial

o Immediate context: Verses must be read in their full passage to avoid
misinterpretation (Philippians 4:13 is about contentment, not general
empowerment).

o Historical and cultural context: Many passages make more sense when
understood in their original cultural setting (Acts 17:11).

o Literary context: Recognizing genre prevents misreading poetry as history
or prophecy as doctrine.

Key Takeaways

1. The Bible is our ultimate authority - It is inspired by God and must be studied with
diligence.

2. Proper study prevents misinterpretation - We must apply context, language, and
cultural understanding to rightly divide the Word.



3. The Holy Spirit is our teacher — True understanding comes through divine
revelation, not human intellect alone.

4. Hermeneutics protects against false doctrine — Interpreting Scripture correctly
keeps us from error and aligns our understanding with God’s truth.

Where We Will Continue

As we move forward, we will explore how Scripture interprets Scripture and dive deeper
into exegesis vs. eisegesis, ensuring we are drawing out the correct meaning rather than
reading our own ideas into the text.

B. Scripture Interprets Scripture

One of the most vital principles of biblical interpretation is allowing Scripture to interpret
itself. The Bible is a unified revelation from God, and its parts are interconnected, forming
a complete and harmonious whole. Obscure passages are clarified by clear ones, and
consistent themes emerge as one compares Scripture with Scripture. By applying this
principle, believers guard against doctrinal error and ensure their understanding aligns with
God’s intended meaning.

1. Allow Clear Verses to Illuminate Obscure Ones

Not all passages in the Bible are immediately clear. Some verses may seem ambiguous or
difficult to understand in isolation. To avoid confusion, clear and straightforward
passages should serve as the lens through which we interpret the more challenging ones.

For example:

o James 2:24 (KJV) states, “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not
by faith only.” At first glance, this appears to contradict Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV),
which declares, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

By allowing clear passages to guide us, we understand that salvation is by grace through

faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9), and James 2:24 is emphasizing that genuine faith produces
good works as its fruit. These works demonstrate the reality of faith rather than being the
means of salvation.



Scripture is its own best commentary, and difficult texts are best understood when viewed
in the light of God’s overarching revelation.

2. Compare Related Passages

Paul emphasizes the importance of comparing Scripture with Scripture in 1 Corinthians
2:13 (KJV):

“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which
the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

The principle here is to examine spiritual truths within the context of the entire Bible. Each
passage is part of a greater narrative, and related verses shed light on one another.

For instance:
e The doctrine of baptism is clarified by comparing multiple passages:
o Mark16:16 (KJV): “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”

o Acts 2:38 (KJV): “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”

o Romans 6:3-4 (KJV): “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him
by baptism into death...”

Each verse adds to our understanding of baptism, painting a cohesive picture of its
necessity for salvation, its connection to faith, and its symbolism of death, burial, and
resurrection in Christ.

By comparing passages, believers uncover deeper truths while ensuring their
interpretation remains consistent with the Bible’s message.

C. The Analogy of Faith
1. No Interpretation Should Contradict the Overall Teaching of Scripture

The analogy of faith is a key principle of interpretation that affirms the unity of the Bible. It
teaches that no verse or passage can be interpreted in a way that contradicts the
overall teaching of Scripture. This principle is based on the belief that God does not
contradict Himself, and His Word is internally consistent.



For example:
e God’s nature as unchanging is affirmed throughout Scripture:
o Malachi 3:6 (KJV): “Forlam the LORD, | change not...”

o Hebrews 13:8 (KJV): “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and
forever.”

o Numbers 23:19 (KJV): “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son
of man, that he should repent...”

Any interpretation suggesting that God’s nature or character has changed—whether in His
justice, mercy, or promises—would violate the analogy of faith. Such an interpretation
must be rejected, as it conflicts with the clear, consistent teaching of Scripture.

2. The Bible’s Unity Guides Consistent Interpretation

The Bible, though written by multiple authors over centuries, is a single, unified revelation
from God. Its consistency across diverse books and genres testifies to its divine
authorship. This unity serves as a safeguard for interpretation, ensuring that all doctrines
and conclusions align with the entirety of God’s Word.

Forinstance:
e The theme of God’s redemptive plan is consistent from Genesis to Revelation:

o Genesis 3:15 (KJV) introduces the promise of a Savior: “It shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

o Isaiah 53 (KJV) describes the suffering servant who bears the sins of many.

o John1:29 (KJV) identifies Jesus as “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world.”

o Revelation 5:9 (KJV) celebrates Christ’s redemptive work: “Thou art worthy...
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood...”

Each passage contributes to the Bible’s unified message of salvation through Jesus Christ.
By interpreting Scripture within the framework of this unified narrative, believers avoid
contradictions and ensure doctrinal integrity.

Conclusion



The principle that Scripture interprets Scripture is foundational to sound biblical
interpretation. Allowing clear passages to explain obscure ones, comparing related verses,
and adhering to the analogy of faith all ensure that interpretations are consistent with the
Bible’s unified message.

This principle not only protects against false doctrine but also leads to a deeper
understanding of God’s Word. As we study, we must approach the Bible as a cohesive
whole, seeking its truths through careful comparison and reliance on the Holy Spirit’s
guidance.

Next, we will explore the practical applications of these principles by distinguishing
between proper interpretation and misinterpretation, and how believers can approach
Scripture faithfully and responsibly.

LIVE NIGHT 2

"Good evening, everybody! Welcome to Line Upon Line Live. I’'m so glad you’re here
tonight—not just to watch, but to dig into the Word with me.

This isn’t just another livestream. This is where we open the Scriptures, we lay aside
tradition, opinion, and noise—and we let the Word of God speak for itself.

The Bible says in 2 Timothy 2:15, 'Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.! That means we’re not
just here to read verses—we’re here to rightly divide them. To break bread. To grow in
understanding.

So grab your Bible, get a notebook if you can, and don’t just sit back—get involved. Drop
your questions in the chat, shout amen if something hits you, and most of all, let’s open our
hearts to the Holy Ghost.

Because this is more than a study... this is how we grow. This is how we walk in truth. This is
how we become rooted—Iline upon line, precept upon precept.

Let’s get into the Word."



IV. Exegesis vs. Eisegesis

As we seek to properly interpret Scripture, itis crucial to distinguish between exegesis and
eisegesis. These two approaches to interpreting the Bible are fundamentally different and
result in vastly different understandings of God’s Word. Exegesis draws meaning from the
text, staying true to its original intent, while eisegesis imposes personal ideas onto the
text, distorting its meaning. Recognizing the difference between these approaches is
essential for rightly dividing the Word of truth.

A. Definitions
1. Exegesis: Drawing Out the Text’s Original Meaning Based on Careful Study

The term exegesis comes from the Greek word exégeomai, (exeygowmai) meaning “to lead
out” or “to explain.” Exegesis involves a diligent effort to uncover the original meaning of a
biblical text by examining its context, language, culture, and historical background.

Exegesis seeks to answer critical questions:
e Whatdid the author mean?
e Howdid the original audience understand the message?
e Whatis the text’s intended message for all generations?

For example, John 3:16 (KJV) states, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
Exegesis would examine:

e Context: The verse occurs within Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus about
salvation and the new birth (John 3:1-21).

o Language: The Greek word for “world” (kosmos) refers to humanity as a whole,
emphasizing the universal scope of God’s love.

o Theological implications: Salvation is available to all through belief in Jesus Christ.

Through exegesis, we uncover the original meaning and apply it faithfully to our lives
without altering the text’s intent.



2. Eisegesis: Reading Personal Ideas or Biases Into the Text

In contrast, eisegesis comes from the Greek word eis, meaning “into.” Eisegesis involves
reading into the text ideas, opinions, or biases that were never intended by the author.
This approach often disregards the original context, substituting personal interpretation for
biblical truth.

For example:

e Someone may interpret Philippians 4:13 (KJV)—“/ can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me”—to mean they can achieve any personal goal (e.g., career
success or athletic victory). However, this interpretation ignores the immediate
context, which speaks about contentment in all circumstances (Philippians 4:11-
12).

Eisegesis manipulates Scripture to support preconceived notions, leading to a distorted
understanding of God’s Word.

B. Dangers of Eisegesis
1. Leads to False Doctrines and Confusion

Eisegesis often results in false teachings because it twists the meaning of Scripture to fit
personal preferences or cultural trends. When individuals prioritize their opinions over
God'’s truth, they open the door to doctrinal error and spiritual confusion.

Consider the misuse of Genesis 3:5 (KJV), where the serpent says to Eve: “Ye shall be as
gods.” Some interpret this to justify the belief in human divinity or self-deification. However,
the context reveals that this statement is a lie from Satan, intended to lead Eve into
disobedience. Eisegesis, in this case, turns a deception into a doctrine, causing spiritual
harm.

False doctrines born from eisegesis include:
e Misinterpretations of salvation (e.g., faith without repentance).
o Twisted views on prosperity, leading to materialism.
e Erroneous beliefs about God’s character or will.

By contrast, exegesis guards against these dangers by faithfully adhering to the original
intent of Scripture.



2. Ignores the Text’s Actual Context and Intent

Eisegesis disregards the historical, cultural, and literary context of Scripture, resulting in
interpretations that misrepresent the author’s intent. This approach often isolates a verse
or phrase, detaching it from its proper context and reshaping its meaning to fit a desired
outcome.

For example:

e Matthew 7:1 (KJV): “Judge not, that ye be not judged.” This verse is often cited to
suggest that all forms of judgment or discernment are forbidden. However, the
surrounding verses clarify that Jesus is condemning hypocritical judgment rather
than all judgment (Matthew 7:1-5).

Ignoring context leads to shallow interpretations that fail to convey the fullness of God’s
message. This undermines the integrity of Scripture and prevents believers from
understanding and applying it correctly.

Conclusion

The distinction between exegesis and eisegesis is critical for every student of the Bible.
Exegesis seeks to uncover God’s truth by respecting the context and intent of Scripture,
while eisegesis imposes personal ideas onto the text, leading to error and confusion.

To ensure sound interpretation, believers must commit to exegetical study, guided by the
principles of hermeneutics and reliance on the Holy Spirit. Only by approaching Scripture
with humility and diligence can we faithfully understand and apply its life-giving truths.

In the next section, we will explore the tools and methods that aid proper exegesis,
equipping believers to draw out the meaning of Scripture with clarity and accuracy.

C. Tools for Proper Exegesis

The practice of exegesis is enriched by utilizing tools that aid in uncovering the original
meaning of Scripture. These tools provide linguistic, historical, and cultural insights that
enable a deeper understanding of the Bible. When used alongside prayer and reliance on
the Holy Spirit, these resources empower believers to rightly divide the Word of truth and
handle Scripture accurately.



Below are three essential tools for proper exegesis:

1. Concordances - Tools for Original Language Word Studies

A concordance is an indispensable tool for studying the Bible, as it provides an
alphabetical index of words found in Scripture and identifies their occurrences.
Concordances, such as Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, go a step further by linking
each word to its original Hebrew or Greek meaning.

How to Use a Concordance:
e Lookupaword (e.g., "love").
o Find the references where the word appears throughout Scripture.

e Use the Strong’s number associated with each occurrence to explore the word’s
meaning in the original language.

For example:

e InJohn 21:15-17 (KJV), Jesus asks Peter three times, “Lovest thou me?” The word
“love” appears repeatedly, but a concordance reveals that two different Greek
words are used:

o Agape: Refers to selfless, divine love.
o Phileo: Refers to brotherly affection.

Understanding these distinctions through a concordance helps uncover the depth of Jesus’
conversation with Peter, emphasizing the progression of their relationship and Peter’s
calling.

Concordances are particularly useful for:
o lIdentifying patterns in Scripture.
e Studying key biblical themes (e.g., grace, righteousness, faith).

e Understanding the nuances of words in their original languages.

2. Lexicons and Interlinear Bibles - Tools for Deeper Linguistic Insights

While a concordance provides a basic definition of a word, a lexicon offers a more
comprehensive examination of its usage, including variations, grammatical structure, and



context. A Hebrew lexicon is used for the Old Testament, and a Greek lexicon for the New
Testament.

Lexicons:

Lexicons explain the broader meaning of a word in its original cultural and historical
setting. For example:

e The Hebrew word “shalom” (often translated as “peace”) conveys not just the
absence of conflict, but also wholeness, completeness, and harmony in every
aspect of life.

Lexicons are invaluable for understanding the richness of biblical languages and how
they communicate theological truths.

Interlinear Bibles:

An interlinear Bible provides the original Hebrew or Greek text alongside a word-for-word
English translation. This format allows readers to:

e See the exact wording of Scripture in its original language.
e Understand the grammatical structure and syntax of the text.
« Identify words that might not have a direct English equivalent.
For example, in Genesis 1:1 (KJV):
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”

An interlinear Bible shows that the Hebrew word for “God” is Elohim, a plural noun used
with a singular verb, emphasizing the complexity of God’s nature. Such insights deepen our
appreciation of the text.

3. Bible Dictionaries — Tools to Clarify Terms, Names, and Places

A Bible dictionary provides definitions and explanations for biblical terms, names, places,
and concepts, offering historical and cultural context. Unlike a standard dictionary, a Bible
dictionary focuses on how words and concepts are used within Scripture, makingita
valuable tool for understanding key themes.

Examples of Use:

o Terms: ABible dictionary can clarify theological concepts such as “atonement” or
“justification,” explaining their meanings and biblical significance.



¢ Names: It explains the meanings and roles of biblical figures (e.g., Abraham means
"father of a multitude").

o Places: It provides historical and geographical details about locations (e.g., Jericho,
Jerusalem, or Mount Sinai).

For example:

o The Bible dictionary explains the cultural background of Ruth and Boaz’s story,
highlighting the kinsman-redeemer role in ancient Israel. This context enriches our
understanding of Jesus Christ as the ultimate Redeemer.

Popular Bible dictionaries include:
o« Easton’s Bible Dictionary
e Smith’s Bible Dictionary
¢ Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary

Bible dictionaries are especially helpful for understanding difficult passages and bridging
the cultural gap between modern readers and the ancient world of Scripture.

Conclusion

Concordances, lexicons, interlinear Bibles, and Bible dictionaries are essential tools for
proper exegesis. They help believers:

o Dive deeper into the original languages of Scripture.
e Grasp the cultural and historical background of biblical texts.
e Uncover the richness and depth of God’s Word.

By utilizing these resources alongside prayer and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, believers
are better equipped to study Scripture faithfully, accurately, and with reverence.

In the next section, we will explore the different genres of biblical literature,
understanding how to interpret narratives, poetry, prophecy, and epistles in their unique
contexts.
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V. Understanding Biblical Genres

One of the most important aspects of biblical interpretation is recognizing that the Bible
is composed of different literary genres. Each genre follows unique rules of
interpretation, and failing to consider these differences can lead to serious
misinterpretations.

For example, reading poetry as literal history or interpreting prophecy as doctrinal
instruction can result in misunderstandings of the text. Understanding the genre of a
passage allows believers to interpret Scripture faithfully and accurately.

The Bible contains four primary literary genres:
1. Narrative — Historical accounts of God’s dealings with humanity.
2. Poetry/Wisdom Literature — Expressing deep truths through figurative language.
3. Prophetic Literature — Divine messages, often using symbolic language.
4. Epistles — Doctrinal teachings in letter format.

Each genre requires a distinct approach to interpretation while still aligning with the
overall unity of Scripture.

A. Narrative
1. Historical Accounts (e.g., Genesis, 1 & 2 Samuel)

Narrative, or historical writing, is the most common genre in the Bible. Large portions of
Scripture, including Genesis, Exodus, Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, and
Acts, are written as historical records. These books document real events, people, and
places as God works through history to fulfill His divine plan.

Examples of biblical narratives include:
¢ Genesis - The story of creation, the fall, and the patriarchs.
e Exodus - Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and the giving of the Law.

e 1&2Samuel-Therise and reign of David as king of Israel.



e Acts-The establishment and growth of the early church.

While biblical narratives describe events that actually happened, they are not allegories
or parables. They must be read with the understanding that they report historical truth,
even when recording supernatural events.

2. Interpret Events Within Their Covenantal and Cultural Framework
Interpreting biblical narratives requires considering:

« Covenantal context — The events take place within the framework of God’s
covenant with Israel or His new covenant in Christ.

e Cultural setting — Customs, laws, and traditions of ancient Israel influence how
events unfold.

For example, in Genesis 15:9-21, God establishes His covenant with Abraham through an
ancient covenantal ritual—the cutting of animals in two, with God passing between the
pieces. Understanding this cultural practice helps us grasp the depth of God’s
commitment to His promise.

Biblical narratives must be read as historical accounts that reveal God’s faithfulness,
human nature, and God’s unfolding plan of redemption.

B. Poetry and Wisdom Literature
1. Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes—Rich in Imagery and Parallelism

Poetry and wisdom literature make up a significant portion of the Bible, including books
like Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job, and Song of Solomon.

Biblical poetry is distinct from narrative in that it often conveys spiritual truths through
artistic expression, using:

¢ Parallelism — Repeating or contrasting ideas for emphasis (e.g., Psalm 1:6).

¢ Metaphor and Simile — Using symbolic comparisons (e.g., “The LORD is my rock” -
Psalm 18:2).

e Personification — Assigning human traits to non-human things (e.g., “Wisdom crieth
without” — Proverbs 1:20).



Unlike historical narratives, poetry is often not meant to be taken literally but instead
conveys deep truths through figurative language.

2. Emphasize Figurative Language (e.g., "The LORD is my shepherd" — Psalm 23:1)
For example:
e Psalm 23:1 (KJV): “The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.”

o This does not mean God is a literal shepherd, but that He cares for His
people as a shepherd cares for his sheep.
e Proverbs 25:11 (KJV): “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”
o This metaphor emphasizes the value of well-timed wisdom.

Interpreting biblical poetry requires recognizing its figurative nature while discerning the
theological truths it conveys.

C. Prophetic Literature
1. Old Testament Prophets, Revelation

Prophetic books include Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Revelation, among
others. These books contain God’s messages to His people, often given through visions,
symbolic actions, and direct prophecy.

Biblical prophecy falls into two categories:

e Foretelling — Predicting future events (e.g., Isaiah’s prophecy of the Messiah in
Isaiah 53).

e Forth-telling — Declaring God’s judgment or will for the present time (e.g.,
Jeremiah’s warnings to Israel).

Books like Revelation and parts of Daniel contain apocalyptic literature, which uses
highly symbolic language to describe spiritual realities.

2. Distinguish Between Literal Fulfillment and Symbolic Visions

When interpreting prophecy, it is important to determine whether a passage is meant to be
literal or symbolic.



Examples:
e Literal Prophecy:

o Micah 5:2 (KJV) predicted that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem—a
prophecy literally fulfilled in Matthew 2:1.

¢ Symbolic Vision:

o Daniel 7 (KJV) describes four beasts representing world empires. The beasts
are not literal but symbolize kingdoms and rulers.

Misunderstanding symbolic imagery as literal leads to confusion, while failing to take
literal prophecies seriously can cause doctrinal errors. Careful study and cross-
referencing with other Scriptures help determine the correct interpretation.

D. Epistles
1. New Testament Letters Addressing Specific Churches or Individuals

The epistles (letters) form a major portion of the New Testament, written by apostles like
Paul, Peter, James, and John. These include:

e Pauline Epistles (e.g., Romans, Corinthians, Galatians).
e General Epistles (e.g., Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter).

Epistles are unique because they were written to specific people or churches, yet they
contain teachings that apply to all believers.

For example:

e 1 Corinthians addresses issues in the Corinthian church but contains universal
principles about spiritual gifts, unity, and holiness.

« Romans systematically explains salvation by grace through faith, applicable to all
generations.

2. Focus on Doctrine and Practical Instruction
The epistles are rich in doctrine, providing clear teachings on:

¢ Salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9).



e Sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3).
e The Church (1 Corinthians 12:12-27).
They also give practical instructions for daily Christian living:
e Marriage and family (Ephesians 5:22-33).
e Work ethic (Colossians 3:23).
e Spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10-18).

Epistles must be interpreted in their original historical setting while recognizing their
timeless doctrinal truths.

Conclusion

Understanding biblical genres is essential for proper interpretation. Whether studying
historical narratives, poetic wisdom, prophetic visions, or apostolic letters, believers
must recognize each genre’s unique characteristics to handle Scripture accurately.

By applying the right interpretative approach to each genre, we gain a deeper appreciation
for God’s Word and ensure that our understanding aligns with His intended message.

Next, we will explore practical methods of Bible study, equipping believers with tools to
engage Scripture effectively and apply its truths to daily life.

V1. Practical Methods of Bible Study

Proper interpretation of Scripture requires both the right principles and the right
methods. While understanding hermeneutics and biblical genres helps us interpret the
Bible correctly, we must also employ effective study techniques to engage deeply with
God’s Word.

This section explores three key Bible study methods:
1. Inductive Study Approach - A structured way to analyze Scripture.
2. Topical Study - Organizing Scripture by themes or subjects.

3. Word Studies — Examining Hebrew and Greek words to uncover deeper meaning.



By using these methods, believers can rightly divide the Word of truth and grow in both
knowledge and application.

A. Inductive Study Approach

The inductive Bible study method involves systematically analyzing Scripture by moving
from observation to interpretation to application. It ensures that we allow the text to
speak for itself, rather than imposing our own ideas onto it.

This method can be applied to any passage of Scripture and helps develop a disciplined,
thoughtful approach to studying God’s Word.

1. Observation — What Does the Text Say?

Before interpreting a passage, we must carefully observe what is written. Observation
involves:

+ Identifying key words and phrases — Look for repeated words or phrases that
reveal main themes (e.g., "faith" in Hebrews 11).

2 ¢

¢ Noticing contrasts and comparisons — Words like “but,” “therefore,” and

“nevertheless” indicate shifts in thought.

e Paying attention to literary devices — Metaphors, similes, and parallelism are often
used for emphasis (especially in poetry and prophecy).

For example, in John 15:5 (KJV):

"l am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”

Observations:

¢ Jesus compares Himself to a vine and believers to branches, using a metaphor of
dependence.

e Theword "abide" is repeated, emphasizing the necessity of remaining in Christ.
e The phrase “without me ye can do nothing” stresses total reliance on Christ.

Observation builds a strong foundation for accurate interpretation.



2. Interpretation - What Does the Text Mean?

After observing what is written, the next step is determining what it means. Interpretation
requires:

o Using hermeneutical principles — Context, historical background, and literary
genre must be considered.

¢ Understanding the original audience — What did the passage mean to its first
readers?

e Comparing Scripture with Scripture — Let clear passages help explain difficult
ones (1 Corinthians 2:13).

For example, consider James 2:26 (KJV):
"For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”
Interpretation:

+ This verse does not contradict Paul's teaching that salvation is by grace through
faith (Ephesians 2:8-9).

¢ Instead, James is teaching that true faith produces good works, just as a living
body produces movement and action.

Interpretation prevents misapplication and ensures that God’s intended message is
understood.

3. Application - How Does the Text Apply Today?

After understanding the meaning, we must apply it to our lives. Bible study is not just
about knowledge—it should lead to transformation.

James 1:22 (KJV) warns:
“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”
Application involves:

o Asking how the passage affects daily life — Does it call for a change in attitude,
behavior, or priorities?

e Examining personal obedience — Am | living according to this truth?



e Seeking to apply biblical principles to modern situations — How does this
passage shape my relationships, work, or ministry?

For instance, after studying Philippians 4:6-7 (KJV):

"Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

Application:
¢ Instead of worrying, believers should pray and trust God’s peace.
o This truth applies to stress, anxiety, and uncertainty in everyday life.

Application ensures that the Word is lived out, not just studied.

B. Topical Study
1. Gather All Verses on a Specific Subject

A topical Bible study involves collecting and organizing all relevant Scriptures on a
particular theme or doctrine. This method is useful for:

e Studying key doctrines (e.g., salvation, grace, repentance).

o Exploring biblical themes (e.g., wisdom, love, prayer).

e Understanding how Scripture speaks about an issue as a whole.
For example, a study on "faith" might include:

¢ Hebrews 11:1 (KJV) - “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.”

e Romans 10:17 (KJV) - “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.”

e James 2:17 (KJV) — “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”

By comparing multiple passages, believers gain a fuller understanding of faith.

2. Compare How Different Authors Address the Theme

Each biblical author may emphasize different aspects of a topic. For example:



e Paul focuses on faith in justification (Romans 3:28).
e James emphasizes faith as active and obedient (James 2:18).
e Hebrews highlights faith as trust in unseen promises (Hebrews 11:6).

By comparing Scripture, we harmonize different perspectives and arrive at a complete
biblical understanding.

C. Word Studies
1. Delve Into Hebrew and Greek to Reveal Nuances

A word study involves examining the original Hebrew (Old Testament) or Greek (New
Testament) words to uncover deeper meaning. Since translations cannot always capture
the full depth of a word, studying the original language enhances understanding.

2. Example: "Repent" (Greek: metanoeo) Meaning a Change of Mind

The word "repent" in English is often misunderstood as merely feeling sorry. However, in
Greek, metanoeo means:

e To change one’s mind
e To turn away from sin toward God
e« Atransformation of heart and action

Understanding the original meaning clarifies that biblical repentance is more than
emotion—it requires a complete turning away from sin and toward God (Acts 3:19).

Word studies clarify meaning, remove misunderstandings, and deepen theological
insight.

Conclusion

Practical Bible study requires the right methods and tools. By applying the:
¢ Inductive study approach, believers analyze Scripture carefully.
o Topical studies, they gain a comprehensive view of key themes.

¢ Word studies, they uncover deeper biblical truths.



These methods equip believers to understand, apply, and teach God’s Word with
accuracy and confidence.

Next, we will explore the essential tools and resources that further enhance Bible study,
including study Bibles, concordances, and commentaries.
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We’ve spent a few lessons digging into why the Bible is so important and learning some
solid ways to study it carefully. Now, let’s take a moment to refresh ourselves on the key
points we’ve covered so far, so we can continue growing deeper in God’s Word.

Right from the start, we recognized that the Scriptures are God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16-
17, KJV). They’re not just a random collection of words; they carry divine authority for what
we believe and how we live. In the Bible, we discover who God is—His holiness, mercy, and
unchanging nature—and we see His redemptive plan unfold, especially through Jesus
Christ. It’s more than an academic pursuit; studying the Bible shapes our very lives.

We also explored 2 Timothy 2:15, where Paul encourages us to “study to shew thyself
approved unto God... rightly dividing the word of truth.” This means we can’t be casual with
the Word—God calls us to approach it with seriousness, just like the Bereans in Acts 17:11,
who examined the Scriptures daily. And this sort of dedication isn’t something we do in our
own strength; we rely on the Holy Spirit (John 16:13) to illuminate what we read, so we don’t
lean on mere human wisdom.

Our lessons touched on hermeneutics—the “how” of biblical interpretation—emphasizing
context (historical, cultural, and literary) and cautioning us against reading verses in
isolation. As 2 Peter 1:20-21 reminds us, Scripture isn’t open to private interpretations or
personal whims but must be handled under the Holy Ghost’s guidance. A perfect example
is Proverbs 29:18, sometimes quoted as “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
When we read on, we find “...but he that keepeth the law, happy is he,” which shows it’s not
about personal ambition; it’s about living in line with God’s revelation.



We also learned the principle that “Scripture interprets Scripture,” which keeps us
grounded when we encounter challenging verses. Everything in God’s Word ties together in
a beautiful unity, so we don’t interpret any passage in a way that clashes with the rest of the
Bible. This goes hand in hand with understanding how to draw out Scripture’s true meaning
(exegesis) instead of imposing our own ideas on it (eisegesis). Being faithful to what the text
actually says—rather than our preconceived notions—protects us from wandering into
false teaching.

From there, we explored practical tools to help us dive deeper, like concordances (for word
searches), lexicons and interlinear Bibles (to grasp nuances of the original Hebrew and
Greek), and Bible dictionaries (to clarify cultural and historical background). When we
blend these tools with prayer and a humble heart, they help us see the layers of meaning
that might otherwise stay hidden.

We then recognized how the Bible comes in various literary forms—narrative, poetry,
prophecy, and epistles—and we need to read each type appropriately. Narratives (like
Genesis or Acts) are historical accounts, not allegories. Poetry and wisdom books (like
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes) often use metaphors and imagery to reveal deeper truths.
Prophetic passages mix literal and symbolic elements, so we ask the Spirit for discernment
in telling them apart. Epistles are letters packed with doctrine and practical instructions for
real people in real situations, but they’re also God’s timeless truths for us all.

Our lessons also offered some practical study methods. One is the inductive approach—
observation (What does the text say?), interpretation (What does it mean?), and
application (How do I live this out?). Another approach is topical study, where we gather all
verses on a subject like faith, prayer, or salvation, and see how Scripture speaks
consistently with one voice. We also looked at word studies, which highlight the richness of
words in their original languages. For instance, the Greek term for repentance (metanoeo)
shows us it’s a true turning of the heart and mind, not just feeling regret.

All of these elements form a strong framework for how we handle God’s Word: ¢
Recognizing the Bible as fully inspired and our ultimate authority.

¢ Accepting our responsibility to study seriously, relying on the Spirit to guide us.

¢ Using hermeneutics to avoid mistakes that come from personal bias or cultural
misunderstandings.

e Staying committed to exegesis, so we’re faithfully drawing out the meaning of the text.

* Making good use of study tools like concordances, lexicons, and dictionaries.

¢ Being mindful of the different biblical genres—narrative, poetry, prophecy, and epistles—
and how each communicates truth.



¢ Employing methods like inductive, topical, and word studies to gain understanding and
cultivate genuine transformation in our hearts.

Through consistent study, prayer, and dependence on God, we grow wiser and avoid
stumbling into doctrinal pitfalls. Above all, we learn to honor His Word in both our beliefs
and our daily walk. May we keep pressing forward in this calling, handling Scripture with the
reverence it deserves and letting it shape every aspect of our lives.

Living Out the Word

Bible study is not simply an intellectual exercise—it is meant to transform lives. God’s

Word was given not just for knowledge, but for obedience, faith, and spiritual growth.
Understanding Scripture should always lead to action, as true faith is demonstrated by
how we live.

In this final section, we will explore the importance of applying biblical truth in everyday
life through:

1. Obedience - Living in accordance with God’s commands.
2. Faith in Action - Strengthening our walk with God through practice.

3. Spiritual Maturity — Growing in our relationship with God.

A. Obedience as the Fruit of Understanding
1. James 1:22 (KJV) - “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only...”

James emphasizes that simply hearing the Word is not enough—true disciples apply what
they learn. He warns:

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” (James
1:22, KJV)



A person who only listens to sermons, reads Scripture, or memorizes verses but fails to
apply them is self-deceived. They might think they are spiritually growing, but without
obedience, their knowledge is fruitless.

James further illustrates this truth:

“For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
naturalface in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he was.” (James 1:23-24, KJV)

Just as a mirror reveals one’s physical condition, God’s Word reveals our spiritual
condition. If we ignore what we see, we fail to change. True faith is marked by obedience.

God’s Word is a spiritual mirror meant to reveal our condition—both areas of strength and
areas needing correction. If we study without applying, we end up deceiving ourselves into
thinking knowledge alone is enough (1 Corinthians 8:1 reminds us “knowledge puffeth

up”).

(1Co 8:1) Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge.
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.

2. Head Knowledge Must Lead to Transformed Living

Biblical knowledge without obedience leads to spiritual stagnation. Jesus rebuked the
Pharisees for their deep knowledge of Scripture yet failure to live righteously:

(Joh 5:37) And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have
neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.

(Joh 5:38) And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe
not.

(Joh 5:39) Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.

(Joh 5:40) And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
(Joh 5:41) | receive not honour from men.

(Joh 5:42) But | know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.



The Pharisees studied extensively, but their hearts remained unchanged. Their failure
was not in knowing the Word, but in refusing to obey and recognize Christ.

True biblical study must result in:
e Atransformed heart (Romans 12:2).

e (Rom 12:2) And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

e Holiness in lifestyle (1 Peter 1:15-16).

(1Pe 1:15) But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation;

(1Pe 1:16) Because itis written, Be ye holy; for | am holy.

e Obedience to God’s commands (John 14:15).

e (Joh 14:15) If ye love me, keep my commandments.

B. Building Faith Through Action

1. Romans 10:17 (KJV) - Faith Grows by Hearing the Word

Faith is not static—it grows as we consistently engage with Scripture. Paul teaches:
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17, KJV)

Every time a believer reads, studies, and applies God’s Word, their faith is strengthened.
This is why daily scripture reading, prayer, and meditation are crucial disciplines.

Faith is built through:

e Regular exposure to God’s truth —- The more we hear the Word, the more it
transforms us.

e« Applying what we learn - Faith is activated when we step out in obedience.



For example, Peter walked on water when he acted in faith upon Jesus’ command
(Matthew 14:28-29). Likewise, faith increases when believers trust God’s promises and
act upon His Word.

2. Consistent Application Cements Truth in Daily Life

Biblical truth becomes real and permanent when it is lived out consistently. Jesus said:

“If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32, KJV)

The key phrase is “if ye continue in my word.” Faith and understanding deepen when

believers consistently apply Scripture.

Examples of applying biblical truth:

Forgiveness — Instead of holding grudges, a believer chooses to forgive (Ephesians
4:32).

(Eph 4:32) And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

Trusting God - Instead of worrying, a believer prays and relies on God’s provision
(Philippians 4:6-7).

(Php 4:6) Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

(Php 4:7) And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Loving others - Instead of selfishness, a believer serves and sacrifices for others
(John 13:34-35).

(Joh 13:34) A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

(Joh 13:35) By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another.



Spiritual growth is not about occasional obedience, but a daily commitment to live out
God'’s truth.

C. Growing in Spiritual Maturity

1. As We Study, Our Reverence and Relationship with God Deepen

Spiritual maturity is not about how much we know, but how closely we walk with God.

The more we study, the more we recognize:

God’s holiness - Leading to greater reverence and worship (Isaiah 6:3-5).

(Isa 6:3) And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is
the LORD of hosts: the whole earth /s full of his glory.

(Isa 6:4) And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that
cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

(Isa 6:5) Then said I, Woe /s me! for I am undone; because I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

(Isa 6:6) Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal
in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:

Our dependence on Him - Leading to humility and trust (John 15:5).

(Joh 15:5) I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and | in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

The need for spiritual discipline — Leading to greater obedience (Hebrews 5:14).

(Joh 15:5) I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me
ye can do nothing.

David expressed the connection between knowing God’s Word and loving Him:

“O how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day.” (Psalm 119:97, KJV)

As we grow in biblical knowledge, our love for God deepens, resulting in greater devotion
and faithfulness.



2. The Ultimate Goal: To Know Him and Walk in His Commandments

The final purpose of Bible study is not just education, but transformation and
relationship with God. Jesus defined eternal life as:

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3, KJV)

The ultimate goal of studying Scripture is:
« To know God personally — Not just facts about Him, but an intimate relationship.

e Towalkin His commandments - Living in obedience as evidence of true
discipleship.

The apostle John confirms:

“And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.” (1 John 2:3,
KIV)

Mature believers seek to obey God’s Word, reflect His character, and live in a way that
glorifies Him.

Conclusion

Studying the Bible must always lead to living out the Word. True disciples do not simply
gain knowledge, but they obey, apply, and grow in faith.

Key Takeaways:
e Obedience is the fruit of true understanding (James 1:22).
« Faith grows through exposure to the Word (Romans 10:17).
e Spiritual maturity is marked by deeper relationship and obedience (1 John 2:3).

A life rooted in Scripture produces spiritual growth, unwavering faith, and a
transformed heart. As believers study and apply God’s Word, they become lights in the
world, walking in the truth and reflecting Christ to all around them.

"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Psalm 119:105, KJV)



